This template endorsement motion was produced by the Trees and Design Action Group to make it easier for local organisation to endorse and promote the 12 urban forestry best practice principles advocated in Trees in the Townscape, A guide for decision makers. 
Text highlighted in yellow will either need to the tailored or removed. Once your organisation has passed this motion, please don’t forget to let us know (http://www.tdag.ork.uk/contact-us.html) so that we feature your organisation on our website.
The template endorsement motion can be found overleaf.
12 Trees in the Townscape principles endorsement motion 


[Insert the name of your organisation] notes: 

1. Trees have become a crucial part of the infrastructure that makes our urban areas work, look and feel better.
2. Yet, while more than 80% of people in the UK now live in a town or city, decision-making about our urban trees has, until now, failed to keep pace with the challenges of the 21st century, from climate change to public health. 
3. In response, the Trees and Design Action Group (TDAG) has secured the collaboration an unprecedented group of individuals from wide-ranging disciples and sectors including insurers, developers, arboriculturists, academics, community volunteers, designers, highway engineers, sustainability experts, and local authority officers. Together they have produced Trees in the Townscape, a Guide for Decision Makers, a framework of 12 key principles and best practices that can provide the foundation for a 21st century approach to town and city trees.

4. Trees in the Townscape, a Guide for Decision Makers is available as a free PDF at http://www.tdag.ork.uk/trees-in-the-townscape.html
5. The 12 Trees in the Townscape principles span the range of key planning, design, works and management issues as follows:

PLAN - The starting point for success is understanding where you are and where you want to go. The PLAN principles will help establish these solid foundations for the Council’s approach to trees.

Principle 1 Know your tree resource

Principle 2 Have a comprehensive tree strategy

Principle 3 Embed trees into policy and plans

DESIGN - Realising the potential of the many benefits urban trees can deliver calls for careful consideration - the wrong tree in the wrong place can cause more pain than plaudits. The DESIGN principles will help to nudge all those involved in the design process and achieve the very best outcomes for trees and people.




Principle 4 Make tree-friendly places

Principle 5 Pick the right trees

Principle 6 Seek multiple benefits

PLANT / PROTECT - A healthy, hard-working and resilient urban treescape requires good quality supplies, high standards of practice - and people who care, from nurserymen to contractors. The PLANT/PROTECT principles highlight key points to enable success when digging starts.



Principle 7 Procure a healthy tree

Principle 8 Provide soil, air and water

Principle 9 Create stakeholders

MANAGE / MONITOR - Unlike most traditional infrastructure found in the urban realm, which deteriorates with age, generally the more mature the trees, the more returns they can yield. The MANAGE/MONITOR principles provide a guide to looking after this valuable resource in the most effective way.



Principle 10 Take an asset management approach

Principle 11 Be risk aware (rather than risk averse)

Principle 12 Adjust management to needs

TDAG’s publication titled Trees in the Townscape, A Guide for Decision Makers provides further explanation about each principle, including an overview of potential delivery mechanisms, examples of the principle in practice and links to further references.
6. Using the 12Trees in the Townscape  principles can ensure that short, medium and long term local decisions fully realise the potential of urban trees to contribute decisively to: 

· Building resilience to climate change at lower cost

· Creating the conditions for sustainable economic growth

· Tackling public health issues through a greener, healthier environment

· Protecting and enhancing biodiversity

· Adding character, delight and diversity

· Supporting or complementing other infrastructure

7. The Forestry Commission has expressed its strong support towards the Trees in the Townscape and recommended local decision makers embrace the 12 principles of best practice it provides. Pam Warhurst, Chair of the Forestry Commission states on page 4 of Trees in the Townscape, a Guide for Decision Makers: 
"We have supported the TDAG right from the very beginning as a founding member. We are proud to have been so involved in this excellent guide to support crucial local decision-making. Our councillors, parish council members and communities involved in neighbourhood planning make important decisions that affect the quality of life for all of us. They can now use sound, practical advice on how to make space for trees in towns to ensure they grow to last a lifetime. Our urban forest - the population of trees across our towns - will be better protected, improved and expanded through this initiative." 

[Insert name of your organisation] resolves to: 

1. Use the Trees in the Townscape 12 principles to guide its decisions and actions on trees, whether related to its own tree stock or to the planning and management of wider the local tree resource.

2. Facilitate the dissemination and understanding of the 12 Trees in the Townscape principles among key local decision makers and stakeholders. This will include [you may need to modify the list below to include your organisation’s staff]:

· Council members and key council staff, particularly in highways, planning, housing, regeneration and environment

· Local business or community partners, such as Business Improvement Districts, friends group, neighbourhoods fora and health and well being partnerships, local nature partnerships and tree wardens

· Owners, managers or key stakeholders of/for large tracks of land such as and Registered Social Landlords 







